We cannot go along with Dr. Macleod here: we have been accustomed to believe that a quantity of effusion, of whatever kind, too small to affect the sound on percussion morbidly, will not obscure the sounds of the heart, as Dr. Macleod supposes; nay, it constantly happens that the dulness on percussion is sensibly augmented before the fluid effusion is so abundant as to obscure the sounds or impulse of the heart; increased in intensity, as these commonly are, by the augmented energy of the heart's action. The "But there is another affection of the head, altogether different from the preceding, which, nevertheless, I am inclined to think has been confounded with it-namely, a true inflammation of the brain or its membranes, connected with rheumatism. This, however, in all the cases of it I have ever seen, has arisen in connexion with rheumatism of the synovial membranes, and without any pericarditis. On the other hand, I have never known fibrous rheumatism affect the brain, except secondarily, (I believe functionally,) and after the heart had become implicated." (p. 67.)
The effects of rheumatism on the membranes and substance of the heart, both immediate and secondary, and the common signs of the different periods of adult age than the form of the disease first described; and much more prone to affect persons under forty than genuine gout is. At the same time, it is more the disease of middle life than either rheumatic fever or muscular rheumatism ; from forty to forty-five years of age, giving us twenty-two out of eighty-one cases or rather more than one fourth, which is a much larger proportion than holds good with respect to either of the others." (p. 158.) Another difference between the capsular rheumatism and rheumatic fever is found in the duration under treatment.
"Of the cases of rheumatic fever, one half were discharged cured in three weeks; of the cases of capsular rheumatism, more than half remained in hospital at the end of six weeks." (p. 159.) In the remainder of the work there is little that is particularly worthy of notice, and we conclude with the following account of the muscular variety of rheumatism.
